Olifants North Game Reserve

AUGUST 2009

August arrived with a soaking; we were woken up during the night by the deafening roar of rain on
our corrugated roof! 13mm fell during the night on the 1st and another 5mm on the night of the 27t
which brings our season to date total to 22mm.

We’d like to take this opportunity of welcoming two new families to Olifants North - Leon and

Veronica Hurly (unit 14) and Terry and Onie Button (unit 30). We hope you will enjoy spending time
in this magnificent piece of Africa as much as we all do.

CAUSEWAY UPDATE

Tell me this isn’t impressive?? Joe anticipated completing the concrete work by the end of
September and then will be rehabilitating the surrounding area. Congratulations to Sipho and the
whole team involved. It has been a combined effort between the north and south and the guys
have worked tirelessly to meet the deadline!




GAME CAPTURE

Parawild conducted the live capture of impala on the 11™ where a total of 76 were removed from
the reserve.

Setting up the boma A view down the chute

The truck that transported the animals

BIRDS

The clubhouse area is alive with sunbirds — White-bellied, Scarlet-chested and Collared. What a
sight to see them darting in and out of the tecomaria’s (honey suckle bush) that are in full flower at
the moment. Whitefronted and Little bee-eaters have also descended into the gardens at the
clubhouse, flitting to and fro catching the buzzing insects that have arrived since the knob thorn
trees began flowering. What a hive of activity for this time of year!



Veronica Hurly (unit 14) took this beautiful
photograph of White-fronted bee-eaters that
were taking a sand bath just before sunset at
the causeway on the 8t August. The birds
had been frantically catching insects when

| suddenly all fluttered down onto the sand.

| read with interest in the Marula Gazette newspaper which is
a weekly news round-up in the Lowveld, dated 14 August
2009, and from which the following insertion was taken
(www.urbansprout.co.za/spekboom_soaks_up_co?):

“The featured plant for August is the Spekboom
(PORTULACARIA afra). The Spekboom is an ideal
option for those of us who feel guilty about our carbon
footprints. Each Spekboom plant absorbs and stores
roughly 500g of carbon per year. Its capacity to offset
harmful carbon emissions is equivalent to that of moist,
subtropical forest. Spekboom, an indigenous plant
known as “elephant’s food”, shows potential to mop up
the excess CO2 responsible for climate change”.

Since our arrival at Olifants North we’ve transplanted many
of these plants into our clubhouse gardens, and feel really pleased that we are doing a little bit to
help the environment.

As mentioned earlier, the Tecomaria’s (Honeysuckle) shrubs are in full flower at the moment, their
burnished orange and red trumpet-like flowers so incredibly striking against the bright green of their
foliage.

Heralding the beginning of spring the Cassia abbreviata (Sjambok Pod) trees have begun
flowering, bringing brilliant splashes of bright yellow to our winter vegetation, with the masses of
pea-like, single, yellow flowers perched at the ends of the branches.

Our Common star-chestnut trees (Sterculia rogersii) are beginning to flower, their red-green flowers
so decorative against the brown-red peeling bark.



FAUNA

These spectacular shots were taken by Roy Markham of a huge herd of buffalo
(+-160) that came across from the South on the morning of the 215t August. These were taken on
their return journey to the South.

On this particular morning the herd moved between the Sedumoni and our house — we also had
elephant nearby and, on top of all this, lion roaring. What a noisy morning it turned out to be with
bellowing, trumpeting and roaring!

Cut -nose and pride —photo’s taken at Kudu pan by
Roy Markham - June 2009

Sub-adult male - part of Cut -nose’s pride — photo by Roy Markham



RECORDED SIGHTINGS AUGUST

31 July 18h30 B20 Female leopard and 2 cubs Northern side of causeway
3 Aug 11h00 B26/27 2 cheetah on Olifants River airstrip
6 Aug 20h00 B5 Honey badger on road to B5
6 Aug 17h00 B29 Pel’s fishing owl on South River loop between 2 exits
10 Aug 13h00 A3 Banded mongoose - Driftwood drive
11 Aug 12h00 A3 Elephant - Sedumoni
10 Aug A3 Black cuckoo shrike, Little sparrow hawk, Gymnogene -
Camp
12 Aug 18h45 A4 Civet
15 Aug 20h00 B2 Porcupine at causeway
17 Aug 16h00 B19 Elephant at B19
18 Aug 19h30 B19 Lioness on kill (waterbuck) at causeway north side
20 Aug 20h00 B19 Civet at the waterbuck Kkill
21 Aug 07h00 B2/21 Large herd of Buffalo (+- 160) moved from Olifants River onto
B26 the North.
19h00 B19 1 lion seen (2/3 lion roaring) at Joe and Kari’s house then

crossed over Camp road towards the staff village.

21h30 B19 Porcupine at B19
22 Aug 12h00 B19 Breeding herd elephant at Speakers corner
20h30 B19 2 x side-striped jackal at causeway north side

NIGHT CREATURES

| had an incredible encounter one evening whilst sitting outside on our verandah, when a large-
spotted genet slunk into the garden through the fence, sniffing its way towards our kitchen drain.
then leapt onto the low wall next to where | was and looked right at me as though | wasn’t even
there! | could see the sparkle in its eyes and watched it twitch its’ nose as it smelt the air. It then
jumped off the wall and moved towards one of the bird baths in the garden where | could hear it
lapping up water!! Then just as quickly as it arrived it disappeared into the darkness. | feltso
exhilarated at having seen this beautiful creature at such close range.



On a number of occasions a troop of 16 banded mongoose have passed the office in the late
afternoon after a busy day foraging. With their incessant twittering they ran past, stopping every
now and then, rising on their hind legs to locate any danger before scuttling home which, on both
occasions, appears to be somewhere near the workshop.

SEPTEMBER 2009

Spring has certainly arrived with many trees and shrubs bursting with new leaf! Now the waiting
game begins — when will our first proper rains arrive? Temperatures in early September were
already climbing to the mid-30 so you can imagine what kind of a summer we’re going to have.
The long weekend of the 24t arrived with heavy thickset clouds bringing respite from the already
hot days, and which gave us 1mm of rain. Our season to date is now 23mm.

Many shareholders decided to come down to the reserve for the long weekend and a total of 16
houses were occupied. The weather was cool to start off but the day after the rain we woke to
brilliant sunshine which brought out the sunscreen and costumes with many people congregating
at the pool.

Idyllic scene at the river (Photo by Brent)

RECORDED SIGHTINGS DURING SEPTEMBER

09 Sept B29 10h00 2 leopard seen at Office crossing
19 Sept B5 late pm 2 lion cornered a leopard in a knob thorn tree at Kudu pan
24 Sept B35 10h00 Herd of +-45 buffalo at Kudu pan



B26 19h00 2 Hyena on Mica hill road

26 Sept B1 23h00 2 X black-mane lion at the top of old airstrip

27 Sept B21 09h00 Buffalo, elephant and zebra at Kudu pan
Bl pm Large male leopard on Rocky Horror drive

28 Sept B29 am Lioness and 2 males near Parsons airstrip

29 Sept B21 am Herd of +- 50 buffalo on Rhino plains

30 Sept Joe 19h00 African Wild cat next to our driveway

On the 30™ Nick (B34) radioed in Joe to tell him that there were a lot of vultures perched in the trees
near Kudu pan. On closer inspection they found a dead buffalo cow which looked as though it
had died of natural causes. Joe contacted Craig, the Warden of the Balule Nature Reserve, to find
out whether any other reports had been made regarding animals dying and they ruled out any
possibility of it being anthrax.

GAME COUNT

The annual game count, carried over a period of 3 days, was conducted by ARC/RFI covering the
whole Balule Reserve on the 2" September. Please let me know if you’re interested in the figures,
and I’ll forward a copy to you.

Making sure the wind was blowing
the right direction; | watched this
elephant bull come closer and closer
where | was standing inside our
garden, until he was so close | could
almost count the hairs on his trunk!!

Elephant continue to descend on
the property with them being seen
around almost every corner, leaving
their trail of evidence everywhere; de-barked trees, ring-barked trees, pushed over trees, shattered
and ripped apart shrubs! Earsplitting cracks, like rifle shots, are heard day in and day out as they
snap the branches and tree trunks, wasting no time in pushing over marvelous specimens in split
seconds. Hopefully decent rains will fall soon which should help to dissipate the numbers presently
on the reserve.




Jackie (B5) sent us this piece on the wonderful sightings she had during a visit this month:

THE BIG FIVE

In 1983, at Londolozi, | saw the Big Five in 23 minutes. Having done that, it left me cold — rushing around at breakneck
speed and ignoring the other myriad pleasures of the bush.

When | moved in to Golden Ears (Site 5) on 1% November 2001, | remember recording in my “Safari Journal” the first
impala | saw! It was just over a year before | came across my first lion on ONGR and in between, many exciting small
incidents had occurred whether with owls, honey badgers or snakes.

How things have changed!

Four friends and | arrived on 15" September to find elephant damage throughout the reserve — and they were
everywhere. During the days, from the deck we saw small herds crossing the plain in front of the lodge and for the first
three nights, whilst in the boma, we heard the snapping of branches and crack of huge trees as the destruction continued
throughout the night. That’s the ELEPHANT.

On 16™ September our drive on the north yielded two groups of male kudu — all fine specimens — one large group of
female kudu and young, more ellies, zebra, giraffe including a very young foal, impala and other good general game.

On 17" we went for a picnic and a long drive on the South. Apart from a few impala and the odd giraffe the game was
sparse to the extent that after three hours of driving around it was almost embarrassing — and then, exiting from Lisbon
B we came across two rhino. Brilliant! After extensive viewing we moved on towards Rhino Dam for lunch. However,
within five minutes there were another two rhino. Eventually we pulled in to Rhino Dam to find yet another male rhino
wallowing in the heat of the day in what is really quite a small pond! His rump showed huge scratch marks — such as
inflicted by a lion’s claws. His face bore various open sores and one could see they could possibly have been inflicted
by a lion’s jaw. There were other sores on his body and evidence of a full-on lion attack. He looked in pain and was
certainly trying to keep his sores under the water to soothe them. After an hour he managed to stand up and slowly
walked away. On our return to the north we saw the sixth RHINO.

Saturday 19" was our last night and having done a good general game drive in the morning suggested we went to Kudu
Pan Lookout for our last sundowners. We arrived at the first lookout and the waterhole was bare. Never mind — we’ll
enjoy the sunset. Then, whilst unpacking the cold-box, I glanced over to the pan. Behind the pan, which, as you know,
is a long way away, there’s the Sedumoni gully, and behind that a little earthy ridge before the terrain rises up towards
Mica Hill. To the right of a tree on the earthy ridge there was a yellow “rock”. | took my binocs and “wow”, the “rock”
was a male lion. As | scanned | spotted another male close by — both on top of this earthy ridge. | wondered if there
were any more to this pride and then | saw it. Balanced on the crown of a dead thorn tree close by — he couldn’t get any
higher — was a leopard. He was so aware of the lions that one can only assume he’d been chased up there. So in one
binocular vision, (if you knew exactly where to look) you could see two male LIONS and the LEOPARD. After about
fifteen minutes and a strong, celebratory whisky, the lions stood up and walked away from us, back up the hill. The
leopard stood up to observe their departure before sliding down the tree and disappearing into the Sedumoni. Had we
been parked down at the pan, we would never have seen the leopard on top of the tree.

On 20" September, our day of departure, we’d put the game viewer to bed and were loading the Sani when over the
radio one of our members called in buffalo at Wildebeest Pan. | know we’re not allowed to drive our town vehicles
down game drive roads and I’m the last one to break the rules — but this was an amazing opportunity. And then |
thought if I drive along (what I call) Water tank Ridge (Sites 22-257) where day cars are allowed to travel, we might just
be able to see Wildebeest Pan. And from that hairy road we looked down onto a couple of BUFFALO.

Four of these Big Five were seen on the North, and with the black rhino now on Parsons and with the possible
introduction of black rhino to ONGR, it may well be that we’ll experience the real Big Five on the North in the future.



In conclusion, after eight years at ONGR, this wonderful experience has meant so much more to me than the 23 minutes
at Londolozi.

FLORA

The bush has come alive with most of the knob thorns and sjambok pod trees now in full bloom -
the sight one sees when you travel the high points on the reserve is one of absolute beauty, filled
with cream and bright yellow. Heralding spring and nestled away against rocks for protection are
also a multitude of shrubs that have come into flower, and which | captured some photos of:

Num num (Carissa bispinosa) Impala lily (Adenium multiflorum)

Who needs an English country garden when we have our own unique flora?

Plectranthus tetenis Common star chestnut (Sterculia rogersii)



DRIVING ON THE RESERVE

The following extract was sent to us by Wilfried Wesslau (A11), which he says is invaluable in adding
to the pleasure of driving on our reserve.

Understanding our Game vie wing vehicles:

We all come from different parts of the world and have a variety of knowledge, experience and
technical understanding. For instance, in my home -country, Germany, it is virtually impossible to drive
off tarmac or sealed roads.

We all bought our game -viewers and use them without any training. Some people have no problems to
cope with tracks in the bush, others are rather afraid of them —just think about the name “Rocky
Horror”!

The most important issue is to understand the technical as  pects of 4X4 vehicles. There are vast
differences as far as the design goes.

1. Vehicles, that normally run intwo -wheel drive (the rear axle is driven). Some come with so
called free -wheeling hubs in the front. The hubs must always be “locked” under ONGR  road
conditions. A lever inside the vehicle —nextto the gearshift —allows for three settings:
Two wheel drive
Four wheel drive
Four wheel drive with low range

Two-wheel drive is recommended for sealed roads —the minimum friction is created - Tyre and
fuel saving.

When road -conditions are slippery, sandy or muddy and especially on steep inclines —both
downhill and uphill - the four -wheel-drive setting in high -range is a must. | only know of one
track in ONGR where low -range is necessary. A typica | vehicle in this category is the Toyota
Landcruiser and the Nissan Patrol.

2. Vehicles that are permanently operating in 4X4.

On ONGR you just drive it as a normal car without ev  en the thought of touching the  lever next
to the gearshift. A typical vehicle is the Landr over fitted with coil springs.  Landrovers with
leaf -springs fall into the previous class . Sorry, Sten and Benjamine —your Landy has cail
springs, but not permanent 4X4.

Please also remember at any sighting to switch off ~ your vehicle, as other vehicles may be behind
you of which you are not aware of, and that people will not have the pleasure of listening to the
sounds of the bush.
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OCTOBER 2009

The month began with really strange weather for this time of the year — the low thick-set cloud that
had arrived during the last few days of September continued to dominate our skies which went on
into October for about 6 days, by which time we were becoming quite depressed at not seeing the
sun!! It tried to drizzle on the 2" but was more of a spattering of light mist that prickled our skin.
Then we were hit with a 44°C day on the 7t reminding us of ‘suicide’ month!! This kind of
temperature continued for another 4 or 5 days and then on the 10% thick cloud loomed again and
brought much needed relief from the heat. On the 29" at around 17h30 a deafening peal of
thunder came from the North bringing the thrill of anticipation of rain. This was followed at about
19h30 when two hyena began whooping loudly between our house and the office which, at the
time, | took to mean that they had an inkling of what was about to come. Then finally at 21h00 the
rain began to beat on our roof bringing us 3.5mm rain! What a deliriously happy moment it was to
wake up the next morning to find the bush cleansed of all the choking dust. Our season to date
rainfall is now 26.5mm.

The arrival of Yellowbilled Kite and Red-chested Cuckoo’s are a sure sign that Summer is already
here — one of these days the Woodland Kingfisher will also be trilling away adding to the splendor of
our bush music.

The Terminalia prunoides (Lowveld cluster
leaf) trees are all coming into flower now —
their overpowering smelly scent hanging
about everywhere, which will soon attract a
multitude of insects to descend on the
flowers.

Outside the office, near to B28, a Weeping boerbean (Schotia bracypetala ) tree has burst through
with bright crimson flowers tucked tightly next to the branches, bringing hundreds of buzzing insects
to the sweet nectar the flowers produce. I’m sure that the large specimens we have in the bush
are also close to flowering.
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This orange Techomaria was still flowering
profusely at A7 at the beginning of the month.

All species of crinum are protected plants in the
‘Transvaal’, and it was with amazement that |
discovered we have a number of these lilies in
our garden - this one being the River Crinum,
Crinum macowanii.  The plant has a rosette of
long, grey-green, strap shaped leaves. The
stout peduncle carries a graceful cluster of
pendent, trumpet shaped flowers and is white
or palest pink, with darker pink keels.

Recorded Sightings for October

1O0ct 09h00 B21 2 x lionesses near buffalo carcass at Kudu Pan
19h00 Kari 2 x sub-adult lion and 1 x sub-adult lioness — Ebony road -
Joe our house — camp road towards 2 tanks
50ct 05h30 One of the members from the south radioed that they had

witnessed four lion on the north moving to the river when
suddenly three large black-mane lion chased them and they
were forced to run through the Olifants river.

8 Oct 18h30 A8/Joe  Single lioness sighted near our driveway on camp road.

11 Oct 17h00 Bl Large crocodile spinning impala? In shallows between 1t and
2nd river loop

17h45 Bl 3 x lioness on South river/causeway. Crossed river and
walked upstream on North bank

19h00 Bl Female leopard stalking impala between causeway and old
airstrip
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12 Oct 18h00 B1 1 x male and 1 x female lion — buffalo kill

13 Oct 18h00 Bl Lioness (Cut-nose) and lion on buffalo kill - White Rocks
B2
14 Oct 17h30 Bl 1 x male lion on road near buffalo carcass
15 0ct 19h30 B2 Hyena on road above causeway
19 Oct 19h30 B2 Leopard on rocks on southern side of causeway
24 Oct 17h30 B22 Lion and lioness mating at Kudu Pan (cubs in 3 months?)
28 Oct 18h30 A8 Female leopard crossing river (South — North)
19h30 2 x jackal on Impala kill (Warthog pan)

1 x lioness at Warthog pan
1 x lion robbed jackal of impala kill

THE THINGS WE DO TO SAVE A TREE!!

The night of the 20t was a nightmare for us; at 01h30 Nyati, our staffie, who is very protective of me
and who was lying next to my bed, began growling. Waking us up at this time of night is not the
done thing in our home and with still-tightly closed eyes both of us tumbled out of bed to see what
he was growling at. Peering through the blinds we were amazed at the blackness despite it being
new moon — we only realized once we had forced our eyelids apart that the black was the rear-
end of an enormous elephant bull - we could have stroked his bottom he was that close!! Anyway
we both fell back into bed but the earsplitting sound of cracking of sticks and branches continued,
as he ambled outside our room. | was now really annoyed and even more so when | heard the
distinct sound of a tree being broken in two - to top it all this tree is right outside our bedroom and
provides the only shade from the sweltering afternoon sun. There was no ways | was going to allow
this tree to be pushed over and for all | knew he’d probably push it right over onto our house! Joe
by this time had grabbed his torch and had headed for the back door, but | wasn’t going to wait
for him to scare the ele away, so began clapping my hands loudly — blow me down he actually
moved off but in quite a huff! Did | really care what his attitude was at that time of night?! No way
- now | had to contend with trying to fall asleep again listening to branches scraping his skin as he
moved through the bush taking his attitude with him! Waking up the next morning we both felt
gquite jaded but happy that we had saved the tree!

ARACHNOPHOBIA?

With summer having just arrived, you may notice something appearing between a couple of trees
or shrubs. It would remind one of a wagon wheel with a huge yellow and black spider sitting in the
center. Commonly known as the “orb web spiders”, the body of the female (the large one sitting in
the centre of the web), can grow up to 24mm long. If you look at the top of the web, above the
female, you may be lucky enough to see the male hiding away there. Why is he hiding? Because
the mass of the female can be up to a thousand times that of the male and she can be up to forty
times his size. Spiders can also not see very well and she may regard him as a food item and if she is
hungry, he may end up being her next meal.
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How can spiders propagate under these dangerous conditions?
Stealth is the name of the game. The male of this specie will sit quietly
in the web till the female starts to feed — he then creeps up to her to
mate. This will be repeated a couple of times over a period of three
to four days.

These spiders are not dangerous to humans, although they may be
able to deliver a bite; the venom is of no consequence and has
never been known to even develop any symptoms.

In the picture on the right you can see the
minute male orb spider at the top left
hand corner

The web is a fantastic feat of engineering and worth a good look. As
the name implies, it’s an orb web made of very strong yellowish silk and
set low on vegetation with sticky capture threads. The orb spiders’ prey
consists of flying and jumping insects and the silk is so strong that small
birds have been known to get entangled! Once the prey has been
caught she will tug on the threads to ascertain where it is and will then approach it, touch-taste
and feel whatitis. She will manipulate it into position and turn around and start to wrap it in silk until
it is totally immobilized. Only after the prey is completely immobilized will the spider bite and
paralyze it. Sometimes she will start to feed immediately but most of the time she will carry it to the
edge of the web and hang it there for future consumption. The male on the other hand, will feed
on insects, which land on the web but are disregarded by the female because they are too small.

In the center of the web a stabilimentum can be seen which consist of loosely woven white silk,
radiating from the hub. This can sometimes take the form of a cross, single oblique lines, vertical or
horizontal lines or even elaborate discs. The function of this stabilimentum is still not clearly
understood, but various theories have been put forward e.g. to make the web more visible, thus
preventing larger animals from breaking it un-intentionally. It can also serve to break up the outline
of the inhabitant, making it more difficult to detect the spider, or maybe it helps to attract insects.
Whatever the function is, it is working, because this is a very successful spider and it will remain in the
same web for a long time if not disturbed and if the supply of food stays constant.

Members are asked to please read the attachment regarding game view vehicle
policy carefully. This policy serves as a guideline but some of the points mentioned are
in both the North and Olifants River's Rules and Regulations.

NEWS FROM THE BOARDB November 2009

Financial Position

We are having a great year financially and after the costs around management changes in
last financial year this is a huge relief. We are heafting very good surplus, which
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hopefully remains intact through to the end of our financial year.

Rains and veldt conditions

We had very good rains in the 20082009 rainy seas@3mmn: the best since the 900mm in
1999/2000. This carried us very well thghuthis last winter and we are hopeful that a
reasonable amount of rain will bless us through the next. Unfortunately as oftué 3
November no rains of any substance have fallen, it is hot and dry and the veldt conditions ¢
now deteriorating rapidly.

Dams

A number of shareholders have requested that we open more dams at a time. This would
mean deviating from our ecological plan. The item will be placed on the agenda for the Boz
meeting scheduled for 19 November 2009. We must be guided by our exgrettss subject,

so it will be over to Joe and possibly some referral to Mike Peele who guides the greater
Balule area. The answer is likely to depend on rains, veldt conditions and elephant number
We must also bear in mind that if the Sedumoni flowsamgomatically get another dam near
rhino plains, which drains over approximately 70 days.

The Flood Plain Road

Please note that the rules on the flood plain road with clockwise traversing and
no spotlights or stopping other than for game viewing oviere marked portion
remain intact.

Now the only reason that is in bold is it is all about to change but we really need everyone t
stick with the current ruling whilst we prepare for this.

The flood plain road has a long and thorny history. In Deceml@# 2@ received summons
from a handful of ORGR shareholders to effectively close this road. At the time we were
dealing with a number of sensitive issues between the North and South all of which have
been successfully negotiated to the advantage of the gre@lifants Reserve. We chose to
play this issue down as emotions around this road run high and the last thing we needed
were a couple of shareholders to really up the ante and impact on all the othepeative
projects. Now it is easy to gloss ovestjwhere we were at the time. Lest we forgéte
suspensive conditions on Lisbon traversing were only fulfilled in November 2007, we did nc
have extended river loops, we still had those mad dashes to cross the bridge one way or th
other by certain timesand amongst other things we were not supposed to use each other’s
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club houses. If you wanted to have dinner with friends or family residing over the river or
have them over for dinner this was not possible. | will never forget, parking on the North,
beingpicked up by friends, being driven around Lisbon (where we were not allowed to go),
having dinner with them and then being delivered back to the bridge. Only humans could
design such a bizarre set up.

To cut a very long story short we let this item daliong whist the court date got ever closer.
We were aware that win or lose defending this in the high court was going to cost us aroun:
R 500 000. Subsequent to the AGM some of the directors engaged the plaintiffs and after
hours of negotiation, farm vits and tongue biting, we eventually came to an agreement very
recently, which is being implementing. The farm has been saved several hundred thousand
rands and the agreement is in my view an improvement on the current arrangement.

So here it is, but agaidon’t follow this until you get formal notice which willgo to A, B and C
Class shareholders.

On approaching the floodplain one curve is adjusted very slightly to keep headlights off a
certain unit— almost not worth a mention. You will soon be abldrtoverse the no spot light
no stopping section in both directions but one bend in that area is also adjusted slightly.
There is a section of the no spotlight no stopping area (but not all of it) that won'’t be
traversed at night and the night road is being by Joe.All this will be clearly communicated
and marked by 30 November this year.

Black Rhino

There is no update on this subsequent to the AGM. For those of you who were not at the
AGM, Balule are now the front runners for the next World Wild LifedMBlack rhino

relocation project. There is an enormous amount of work going on around this which it
seems likely will bear fruit in either 2010 or 2011. Jurgen Elbertse is leading this project bot
for ONGR and Balule for which we are most grateful.eSincgen and the person running this
for WWF are Dutch they have quickly built a relationship which will help us through the
hurdles that no doubt lie ahead.

Bridge Approach

When Devco built the bridge between North and South in terms of their developmen
commitment it was overseen by Lyle Thole who is a South member. For some time now Lyl
has been suggesting that a flood on the 1999/2000 scale could see the river divert to the
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North River bank and effectively strand the bridge. Those of you have seeivéin under
high flood conditions will be aware that as the North Bridge approach is lower than the
bridge itself it effectively becomes the main river flow under these conditions. Should
sufficient scouring take place, then when the flood passes tlez vl follow the new and
lowest course. Recovering from this position would be extremely expensive.

Lyle and | met some time back and discussed extending the bridge. The estimated cost wa
prohibitive.

The next course of action was to make sure tha Morth bridge approach was level with the
existing bridge rising towards the North bank to help protect the bank, get a uniform flood
flow across bridge and north approach and prevent diversion. This river in full flood is
extremely powerful so it is nabout holding it back but getting it over in an even manner.
Next time you drive past perhaps just take a look at the down stream side of what has beer
done and you will appreciate the enormity of the project.

So Lyle, thanks so much for your help on,thisnow you and | have made it clear we have
done our best on this but are not on the hook if it all goes wrong. If it does, we will get
blamed, if doesn’t it will all be forgotten. Then to Devco who made a big portion of the fund:
available- thank you.The two reserves then funded the balance at 50% each. Finally to the
people who did all the workJoe, Mario and the building teamgou were stars. They say in

life that any task will take as long as the time made available to it. Somehow the thought of
the river coming down in flood during the project was such a motivating factor that at no
point in the project was it ever a day behind.

Land Claims

Subsequent to The AGM the lands claim commissioner set up a meeting with the claimants
and several of théarm owners of the farms on which the claims have been lodged.
Unfortunately this was cancelled very close to the meeting date. | believe most of you will b
aware that the Commission has run out of budget for the time being. We will continue to
work on ths and keep you posted.

Zebra Dam

The new dam aptly named lmur staff as there are alwayslara in that area is now open.
Another project completed on time.
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Joe and Kari

Our new management has settled in well and made a great start. We now have adidy a
efficient office, proper fuel controls and good efficient billing which are no doubt contributing
to that surplus. Our vehicles are clean and maintained and our repair bills are well under
budget. Joe has completed our biggest project to date withingeadnd on time (the bridge
approach) and Zebra Dam had water in it on schedule. Joe also, in his very quiet way, help
sort out the flood plain saga. Thanks, not just from the Bedrdm all of us.

Directors

We thanked Peter Moses at the AGM for hiemous efforts over the years on the

controlling of the house and rondavel building. Pete’s fellow shareholders in unit 14 sold the
unit and he resigned as a director shortly before the AGM. Bev Fourie has been appointed
a director. She is an advocateskill which could prove priceless as we move forward. We
have one vacancy which will be filled shortly.

Communication

Nic Holzer is making great strides on driving our web site development. Many of you have
been choosing between various options he haked for input on. This has been a project
that has been long outstanding and it is great to see it moving.

Helping over the busy season

| ask all of you to do what you can to help our team through the busy season. Just a few
pointers; if you can do itourself don’t call the office. If you can help a fellow shareholder
North or South member and give management more time to concentrate on othertasks
please do. Try to stick to office hours unless you have a real emergency. If you are going to
town please check if the office needs anythiaghis saves the management three hours.

When it finally arrives have a great break.

Peter Stroobach
Chairman

REMINDERS

Nyoni Beading Project - Please contact me should you wish to assist by purchasing tickets. The raffle
tickets cost R25.00 each and may be debited to your account.
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Let us know if you require Pest Control to come out and spray for termites, as well as any radio
repairs you may need done.

We’d like to take this opportunity of reminding all our members that under no circumstances are
game drives to be conducted on Grietjie Nature Reserve.

At the moment there is also the very real danger of run-away veldt fires, and we urge members to
ensure that their braai fires are properly extinguished, even if there is no wind at the time.

Office contact numbers:
(015) 7696274 / (015) 7696069 / 087-8062069 / 083-6302515 / 083-6351716
Fax number: (015) 7696066

After months of fighting with “Helkom” (Telkom) we finally have a new switchboard in the office.
The number to dial at night, in case of emergencies, is 015-7696274.

With the end of the year
galloping towards us, we
wish you all a peaceful,
restful and merry festive
season with safe travels
o and from your holiday
destination.

We’ll see you again the
New Year!!

I'-’-'-_-
L oo

Until next time, happy game viewing and don’t forget the rain dances!!
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